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Abstract ofW09912194 

An aligner body comprising subunits ranging from 
an illumination optical system (2) to a wafer stage 
(8) is accommodated inside a thermostatic 
chamber (100) of a chamber (1). A gas (A2) 
whose temperature has been raised by the heat 
generated from the aligner body is sent into a 
fluid feeder (11) disposed below the floor of the 
chamber (1) from the chamber (100) via an 
exhaust duct (17) and, after its temperature is 
adjusted to a predetermined temperature, it is 
supplied to a supply duct (16). The gas (A4) so 
supplied is then guided into a temperature 
adjusting chamber (23) disposed on the ceiling 
portion of the chamber (1) and its temperature is 
accurately adjusted to a desired target 
temperature by a Peltier device (18) disposed 
inside this chamber (23). The gas (A5) with a 
constant temperature is sent into the thermostatic 
chamber (100) through a dust collecting filter (21) 
inside a filter chamber (22b). In this way, the 
vibration generated by the temperature 
adjustment is not transmitted into the chamber 
(1) in which the aligner body is accommodated, 
and the temperature inside this chamber (1) is 
adjusted highly accurately to a constant level. 




Data supplied from the esp@cenet database - Worldwide 



PCT 



m r * s A 




(51) . 

H01L 21/027, G03F 7/20 



Al 



(id bki&h** 



(43) BRttHRB 



W099/12194 



1999^3^ 11 0(1 1.03.99) 



(21) B^fcHM^ PCT/JP98/03744 

(22) Si&tfcJSP 1998^8^24 0(24.08.98) 
(30) &3fc*£r-? 

»«¥9/233846 1997^8^290(29.08.97) JP 

(71) mmx (*H*»<-**^r©jBSB^ov>-c) 

tfc5S£f± =■ >(NIKON CORPORATION)[JP/JP] 

f 100-8331 MMU z fixmm.%<Dft3TB2m^ 

Tokyo, (JP) 

(72) 3§^#; *5j;tf 

(75) %W#/m^A (tKB^OV^^) 

6 5iE jE(SHIRAISHI, Naomasa)[JP/JP] 

T 100-8331 KJSCffl^ftfflEAOrtST @2#3^- 

#5t£tt Tokyo, (JP) 

(74) ft«A 

#S± ^flt^OSUGA, Yoshiyuki) 

f 102-0084 Sfflffl; P9 K " #BT8#ifc20 

-#PTtr/U3F Tokyo, (JP) 



(81) Jt&S AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, CA, 
CH, CN, CU, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, GB, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU. 
ID, IL, IS, KE, KG, KR, KZ, LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MD, 
MG, MFC, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, 
SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, UA, UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZW, 
ARIP04$ff (GH, GM, KE, LS, MW, SD, SZ, UG, ZW), 
T»«= (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), BWHftfr 
(AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, 
NL, PT, SE), OAPI^fF (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, 
ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG). 



(54)Title: TEMPERATURE ADJUSTING METHOD AND ALIGNER TO WHICH THIS METHOD IS APPLIED 



(57) Abstract 

An aligner body comprising subunits ranging from an 
illumination optical system (2) to a wafer stage (8) is accommodated 
inside a thermostatic chamber (100) of a chamber (1). A gas (A2) 
whose temperature has been raised by the heat generated from the 
aligner body is sent into a fluid feeder (11) disposed below the floor 
of the chamber (I) from the chamber (100) via an exhaust duct (17) 
and, after its temperature is adjusted to a predetermined temperature, 
it is supplied to a supply duct (16). The gas (A4) so supplied is then 
guided into a temperature adjusting chamber (23) disposed on the 
ceiling portion of the chamber (1) and its temperature is accurately 
adjusted to a desired target temperature by a Peltier device (18) 
disposed inside this chamber (23). The gas (A5) with a constant 
temperature is sent into the thermostatic chamber (100) through a dust 
collecting filter (21) inside a filter chamber (22b). In this way, the 
vibration generated by the temperature adjustment is not transmitted 
into the chamber (I) in which the aligner body is accommodated, and 
the temperature inside this chamber (1) is adjusted highly accurately 
to a constant level, 
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